














Highlights of the Year   15

in the Þ elds of RNA interference and DNA replication. LeemorÕs laboratory studies the molecular 
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encodes stimuli from the outside world, within and across sensory modalities, to generate 
speciÞ c perceptions that, in turn, trigger complex behaviors. He is interested in how the 
brain is shaped by sensory experience and what modiÞ cations occur in neuronal circuits 
that allow us to learn and remember.

Christopher Hammell was named a Rita Allen Foundation Scholar. As part of the 
cancer research program, Dr. Hammell is interested in understanding the gene regula-
tory process that gives rise to normal development in animals as well as alterations in 
these processes that give rise to diseases such as cancer. Chris also received the special 
honor of being named the Milton E. Cassel Scholar, a tribute to the memory of a long-
time president of the foundation.

CSHL once again teamed up with the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to host 
a regional conference on funding opportunities and research priorities in the neurosciences. 
Heading up the agenda were Dr. Thomas Insel, Director of the National Institute of Mental 
Health; Dr. Robert Finkelstein, Director, Division of Extramural Research at the National 
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), and Dr. Alan L. Willard, Deputy 
Director of NINDS. Supported by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation and organized by the CSHL 
OfÞ ce of Sponsored Programs, CSHL faculty members Florin Albeanu, Anne Churchland, and 
Steve Shea facilitated the discussions with faculty from Columbia, SUNY Stony Brook, New 
York University, and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).

The laboratories of CSHLÕs 52 principal investigators are supported by an active community 
of postdoctoral fellows, this year numbering nearly 160. The Postdoc Liaison Committee was 
created to give the postdoctoral community a formal organization through which to pursue its 
own agenda of enhancing the postdoctoral education experience at CSHL. Headed by an elected 
group of six, they are the primary organizers of the twice-yearly postdoctoral collaboration and 
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research at the Laboratory, studying the molecular basis of cell regulatory processes using the tools 
of structural biology and biochemistry.
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Rockefeller University, partnered with the DNALC to provide facilities and mentoring to the 
student teams. Developed and executed by the DNALC with funding from the Alfred P. Sloan 
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Hillside laboratory of Professor David Tuveson, one of our latest recruits and a distinguished pan-
creatic cancer researcher who is also the Deputy Director of CSHLÕs Cancer Center.

Drs. Tuveson and Stillman briefed the dignitaries on CSHLÕs new Cancer Therapeutics Initia-
tive, which New York State is helping to fund by seeding the construction of a new Advanced 
Drug Testing Facility located at the Woodbury Genome Center. The central idea in our Cancer 
Therapeutic Initiative is to create a translational pipeline that will enable us to help develop a new 
generation of cancer drugs that will be more effective and less toxic than those currently in use. 
Another objective is to signiÞ cantly reduce the time it takes to identify and test candidate drugs, 
to accelerate their path to the clinic.

Stuart Rabinowitz, President of Hofstra University, and Kevin Law, President and CEO of 
the Long Island Association, both co-chairs of the Long Island Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council, highlighted the importance of public support for cutting-edge science in driving 
economic development of the region and in providing new high-quality jobs. The GovernorÕs next 
stop that day was the Broad Hollow Bioscience Park, an incubator facility that CSHL helped to 
found and where CSHL spin-off biotech companies have made their start.

CSHL is pleased to join with Brookhaven National Laboratory, SUNY Stony Brook, Hof-
stra University, and North Shore LIJ in Accelerate Long Island, an initiative to expand on the 
success of the Broad Hollow Science Park and strengthen the bioscience economy of Long 
Island.

Receiving building Hershey building

Governor Cuomo (center) tours Hillside Laboratory
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The GovernorÕs visit came just a month after the visit of Lieu-
tenant Governor Duffy, who chairs the stateÕs regional economic 
development councils. ÒThis is a great intersection of public health 
and economic development,Ó said Mr. Duffy of CSHL. ÒThis is a 
jewel in New York State and to see the brain power and expertise 
we have here makes us all very proud.Ó

As I have already mentioned in brief, thanks to well-laid prepa-
ration plans and hard workÑnot to mention some luck associated 
with the outgoing tideÑthe Lab was able to ride out Hurricane 
Sandy at the end of October. By moving equipment and data stor-
age to higher ground, bringing up elevators, sandbagging, and 
using diesel-powered backup generators for electricity, all essen-
tial scientiÞ c operations continued through the storm and in its 
aftermath. Even attendees of the Nuclear Receptors and Disease meeting continued undaunted, 
producing a deÞ ant slogan that attendees and the Lab community will long remember:  ÒScience 
vs. Sandy. . .Science Wins!Ó

Our preparedness allowed us to help our neighbors. We were in constant contact with the 
leadership of Laurel Hollow village, Þ reÞ ghters, police, friends, and residents, who beneÞ tted from 
our food services, WiFi access, and warm spaces. CSHL even hosted TV coverage of the 2012 
Presidential Election in Grace Auditorium, for CSHL families as well as community residents who 
were still without power more than a week after the storm.

A special thank you to those on our campus who helped us all weather the storm, in particular: 
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stories we deliver. The CSHL blog, Labdish, grew too, and we now host guest 
bloggers who represent the CSHL campus community from grad students to 
professors. Thanks, Michael Schatz, Anne Churchland, Clare Rebbeck, Antoine 
Molaro. Hats off to CSHL faculty who are active in social media, promoting 
their own ideas and providing perspectives on the latest developments in biol-
ogy and genetics.
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R. Sordella

A. Mills

CSHL Public Lectures

March 14–Alea Mills, Ph.D.






